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Hypersensitivity to Analgesics: intolerance or allergy? Abstract. Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAID) can induce not immunologically mediated intolerance reaction and allergic reactions. Intolerance reactions are more prevalent than allergic reactions. The clinical manifestation does not differentiate between an intolerance reaction and an immediate type allergy. They usually induce either cutaneous and / or respiratory symptoms. The pathogenesis of NSAID intolerance is based on the inhibition of the cyloclooxygenase (COX), particularly the COX-1, which is, however, the mechanism of action on which NSAIDs exert their intended effects. Therefore, cross-reactivity to many structurally nonrelated NSAIDs has to be expected (broad NSAID intolerance). In case of an allergy to a NSAID, however, only cross-reactivity to structurally related drugs occurs. It is very important for the patient with intolerance reactions to NSAIDs to identify well tolerated alternative analgesics.